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TO: Mayor and City Council 

FROM: Bill Bridgeo 
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Meetings: 

 

There will be a City Council Informational Meeting this week on Thursday, November 30, 2017 

beginning at 6:30 p.m. in Council Chambers. Agendas are included in your Council packets. 

 

Other: 

 

There are several items up for consideration at this Thursday’s informational meeting. The first 

is a presentation from our independent auditing firm (Runyon, Kirsten and Ouellette) on the 

audit of Fiscal Year 2017 which ended on June 30th. Copies of RKO’s final report are included 

with this package. 

 

The second agenda item is a routine amendment to our purchasing ordinance. It is intended to 

keep us in compliance with a federal requirement related to how we might spend any federal 

money we receive (most likely in the form of grant funding). The essence of the requirement is 

to require that, before any expenditure by the City of federal money is authorized, a check of a 

federal website is conducted to verify that the recipient of that funding has not been flagged by 

the federal government as ineligible to receive federal funding (even through sub-grantees). We 

already comply with this mandate but need to formally include the practice in our ordinance and 

be able to show that to the feds. 

 

The third agenda item has to do with possibly reinstituting a moratorium on the sale and 

processing of recreational marijuana until such time as the State sorts out what, if any, changes to 

the citizen-initiated law that passed last year will be put into state law. Earlier this year, the State 

enacted a state-wide moratorium on implantation of the new law to allow time for the Legislature 

to craft modifications to it. Senator Katz’s committee spent eleven months diligently doing that; 

however, the Governor vetoed that bill and a sufficient number of House members supported his 

veto so the bill did not become law. If, early next year, the Legislature is unable to take any 

further action on this matter, the law as written by the citizen initiators will go into effect. Should 

that happen, it will be up to you as the City’s legislative body to a.) determine by a vote whether 

the City will allow the sale and processing of recreational marijuana at all in the city and b.) if it 

does, under what local rules (by ordinance) it will do so. Those questions need not be addressed 

immediately but I do think that having a moratorium in place to preserve your options is prudent. 

Please see Matt Nazar’s enclosed  memorandum – crafted in consultation with Corporation 

Counsel - on the topic.    

 

Also on the agenda for Thursday is a brief presentation from Matt Nazar on our readiness to be  
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designated as a “Certified Local Government” by both the state and national historic preservation 

programs. Please see Matt’s enclosed memorandum for detail. 

 

Finally, we were very saddened to learn this morning of the sudden and untimely death of one of 

our devoted Lithgow Library employees, Ann Betts-Wyman. Ann began her service to the 

library as a volunteer and accepted the offer of a paid position ten years ago. Our library staff is 

an exceptionally close knit group and this news is a real blow to them. Our condolences go out to 

Ann’s family.    

 

C:  Department and Bureau Directors 

Legislative Delegation  


